
 

 

 

TEAGASC PHD WALSH SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY IN 

PIG WELFARE 
 

“Elucidating etiology and risk factors for ear necrosis on Irish pig farms 
(EarWel)” 

 Ref: 2021022 

 

Ear necrosis is highly prevalent on Irish pig farms. It poses major risks to pig welfare often 
resulting in a reduction of the ears, has a negative impact on growth and acts as a route of 
entry for bacteria to set up secondary infection in the body leading to disease and 

condemnations. The Walsh Scholar will investigate two main hypotheses in the course of the 
PhD programme namely 1) that ear necrosis is caused by a systemic inflammatory response 

most often prompted by stressors associated with nutrition, housing and management of the 
young pig and potentially exacerbated thereafter by ear biting and 2) that ear necrosis is 
caused by ear biting causing trauma to the ears and facilitating colonisation by bacteria (Staph. 
aureus, S. hyicus, treponemes and other opportunistic pathogens). EarWel will be composed 
of a blend of studies on commercial farms and at Moorepark, and will characterise the way in 
which risk factors interact in the development of ear necrosis. Outside of these broad aims, 

the project is flexible and open to changes of emphasis depending on the student’s interests 
and background. We will discuss this at interview stage and at the start of the project. 

 

Requirements: Applicants should have an Honours degree (1H or 2H1) or a Masters in 
Animal Science, Veterinary Science or other relevant discipline and a strong interest in animal 

welfare. A full driving licence is essential. We expect the successful candidate to conduct 
fieldwork on commercial pig farms as well as in the pig unit at Moorepark. Please see the 

following link with regard to English Language requirements:         

 
https://www.ucd.ie/registry/prospectivestudents/admissions/policiesandgener

alregulations/generalrequirements/minimumenglishlanguagerequirements/ 

 

Award: The PhD is a joint research project for 4 years between Teagasc and University 
College Dublin (UCD).  The student will be based at the Teagasc Animal and Grassland 
Research and Innovation Centre at Moorepark, Fermoy, Co. Cork and will be registered at 

UCD. The scholarship funding is €24,000 per annum and includes University fees of up to a 
maximum of €6,000 per annum and is tenable for 4 years. 

 

Application Procedure: Submit an electronic copy of a Curriculum Vita (to include the 
names and contact details of two referees) and a cover letter simultaneously to:  

• Dr Laura Boyle, Pig Development Department, Teagasc, Moorepark, Fermoy, Co. 
Cork, email:  Laura.Boyle@teagasc.ie 

• Dr Nola Leonard, School of Veterinary Medicine, Veterinary Science Centre, UCD, 
Belfield, Dublin 4, email: Nola.leonard@ucd.ie 

 

Closing date: 14th June 2021 

https://www.ucd.ie/registry/prospectivestudents/admissions/policiesandgeneralregulations/generalrequirements/minimumenglishlanguagerequirements/
https://www.ucd.ie/registry/prospectivestudents/admissions/policiesandgeneralregulations/generalrequirements/minimumenglishlanguagerequirements/
mailto:Laura.Boyle@teagasc.ie
mailto:Nola.leonard@ucd.ie

